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					 	https://collingham.u3asite.uk

Newsletter – october 2026

From the Chair: Welcome to October’s newsletter. 
Your committee has started discussing next year’s showcase event to promote interest in our u3a and which group leaders agreed was a good idea for this time next year. Whilst word of mouth is probably the most effective recruitment tool for new members we need to spread the word to all sections of our community. Did you know about the u3a before you retired? Very possibly not, because why would you need to?
We want to make sure that people who are only working part time know that they can join and that the sons and daughters in our community who may be joined here by their parents also know about what we can offer – so do advocate for us wherever you can and volunteer your time and energy to prepare for and run this big event.
We are moving towards our 200th member. We pride ourselves that we are a friendly bunch who welcome everyone – do make sure you put that into practice at the next general meeting if you see someone looking a bit lost or sitting on their own and by welcoming anyone new joining the groups you go to. Developing friendships is vital for our health and wellbeing at all ages – new friends will keep us all young and active. 
Here’s to soon reaching the landmark of 200 members, Chris
___________________________________________________________________
General Meetings
Our General Meetings are usually held on the fourth Wednesday of each calendar month in the Memorial Hall, starting at 2 o’clock and finishing with refreshments and a chance to catch up with other members. Whilst socialising before and after the talk, please look out for visitors, (potential new members!) and make them feel welcome.

September: It’s Hell on Wheels being a Driving Instructor
[image: ]Our speaker this month was Stephen Brown a driving instructor based in Boston Lincolnshire who has over 40 years’ experience in this job. He outlined for us some of the many changes to both the Highway Code and to the tests for achieving a full driving licence since he began his career, interspersed with some of the amusing moments and scary incidents he has experienced along the way.
We were amazed to hear that 8000 tests are taken in the UK. The pass rate being just 50%. No-one can take the practical test without a pass in the Theory Test which covers a thorough understanding of the Highway Code, something most of us didn’t have to take, and probably would not pass today. Food for thought!
There is still the eyesight test at the start and pupils must know how to operate the cars features such as lights, horn, mirrors etc. the emergency stop is no longer the bang with a clipboard on the glove box we all remembered but a simple hand raise.
Somet tests are directed purely by use of a Sat Nav others by direction from the examiner or by using road signs only, or a combination of any of the above with results recorded on an iPad.
Some of Stephen’s questions highlighted how much we either don’t know or have forgotten about driving on today’s busy roads.
On more amusing notes:                                                                                       Instructor - “When approaching a blind bend what should you look out for appearing in the road?”  Pupil – “A rabbit!!”                                                                               Pupil - “How do I access the dual controls from my side?”                                                  Pupil - “What time do the cat’s eyes get switched on?”
[image: ][image: ][image: ] [image: ]



Stephen concluded with a short sketch involving our Chair playing the pupil from hell amid much hilarity and some sympathy for the lot of a driving instructor or test examiner. If you haven’t got nerves of steel and a good sense of humour, it is not the job for you.							Gill                    Photos by Paul Bass
___________________________________________________________________
u3a at Collingham Show
Collingham Show dawned damp and grey – an inauspicious start to such an important event in the village calendar. This did have an impact on early arrivals: a bit thin on the ground. However, it soon started to brighten up and by the afternoon, when our stand benefits fully from the sun, it was a beautiful day and the crowds were making the most of the late summer sunshine, as were the volunteers on the stand. 
[image: ]We are particularly lucky (and grateful) to be able to share the Collingham and District History Society’s high-quality gazebo as this withstood the strong winds with no problem, unlike the stand next door whose gazebo was broken in two by the wind! Sadly, maintaining the display boards upright was less successful by both societies.
Volunteers spoke to our own members, members of other u3as, some people potentially interested in becoming members and people from too far away to join our u3a.
A big thank you to everyone who volunteered their time, especially those who didn’t let anyone who showed any interest at all pass by without looking at all our groups and finding out about our u3a.							Chris
___________________________________________________________________
[image: ]Speakers Corner
October – Re-unification.

The most exciting railway project in UK railway preservation. Two halves of the Great Central Railway – one in Leicestershire, the other in Nottinghamshire - are in the process of being re-connected to create an eighteen-mile heritage line.

Presented by Tom Ingall


November – The History of Busking and Street Performance

This talk will look at the history of street entertainment, examining the lives of some of the colourful characters that have brightened up our urban spaces over the last three hundred years. From Punch and Judy men to Georgian ventriloquists, Regency fiddles to celebrity one-man bands. Stories brought to life with illustrations, music and song.

Presented by Dave Mooney
If you attended the meeting on Subterranean locations in Nottinghamshire earlier this year, it’s the same speaker.

Coming Soon

December -   Further details to follow. See newsletter and web site.

January – Langford Lowfields
This thriving wetland reserve features the largest reedbed in the East Midlands and is famous for local wildlife sightings including bitterns, marsh harriers, bearded tits and migrating warblers.

Presented by Steve Lovell

When a speaker has cancelled at short notice, we need a plan B. If you have a presentation which might be suitable for a general audience and are willing to step in at the last minute, please let me know.											dp
___________________________________________________________________
Groups
Contacting Group Leaders
If you need get in touch with Rosie, our Groups Co-ordinator, or with any group leader, please use the contact page on our website:
https://collingham.u3asite.uk
___________________________________________________________________
[image: ]Photography
This month our theme images are either "Scary" or "Safe".  I hope you don't find them too frightening 
[image: 😨] 
Next month our theme will be "Natural Frames"
Paul                                
Give us a Kiss by Paul Bass
___________________________________________________________________
Local History
David opened the meeting with an explanation of the change in Group Leadership for Local History.  For health reasons David will be standing down as Group Leader and Charlie Stothard will be taking over from November.
Ivor led off with an illustrated talk on Collingham and surrounding area during the Roman period. He used AI to generate an informative series of pictures to show how the local countryside may have looked. 
The talk encompassed the River Trent as the main channel and corridor of movement for industry and power during that period.   It linked roads, villas, towns, farmsteads and small forts.  The Roman town of Crococolana at Brough was a major roadside town with defended ramparts.   Archive archaeological photographs provide the evidence for the size and importance of this site in the Roman period.
David talked about a failed attempt in 1649 to enclose the open fields of North Collingham.  He discussed the possible reasons for this failure.  Unlike later successful attempts this movement failed due to local animosity surrounding the perceived fairness of the division of land. One group comprised of prominent local landowners who supported the enclosure against local influential villagers who felt it would cause loss of land and its income. The result was as stated, "Failure".
Following on with our topic of covering local villages Charlie gave an illustrated talk on North Muskham.  Using an Ordnance Survey Map 6" 1842-1952 he highlighted various buildings and features of significance.
Charlie first discussed the changes in past channels of the River Trent.  For example, in the late 1500s the change in flow which caused a split between North Muskham and Holme.  He also pointed out on the map the route of the ferry crossing. The talk followed with a series of photographs showing a number of interesting buildings in the village a few of which are detailed below:
Muskham Cross
This monument from medieval times includes the remains of a standing cross and is located in a field east of the Main Street.  It is listed Grade II.  Nearby is where the medieval ferry picked up and dropped off passengers between North Muskham and Holme.  Before embarking each passenger commended their safety at the Cross to the Mercy of God.
St Wilfrid's Church
Charlie showed a series of photographs of this 12th century Grade I listed church. It features a lower 13th century west tower embellished with gargoyles and masks. It has a clerestory nave with a timber roof and a chancel with a five-light east window. 
Post Mill
Also shown on the Ordnance Survey Map was the site of the North Muskham post-medieval Post Mill.  The Mill no longer exists but was standing as late as 1934.  Charlie showed a photograph of a Post Mill of the same period to illustrate how it would have looked. 
											David
___________________________________________________________________
[image: ]Beware Wasps by David Jennings
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 					 Eyeing your Fish and Chips by John Geeson
___________________________________________________________________ 
Family History 
We devoted this meeting to understanding more about using Ancestry.com and its Hints process.
Ivor had a tree hint showing his grandfather Henry J Clifford was married to one Annie Swain which he knew was incorrect, Ancestry had hinted at the wrong Henry J Clifford so a manual search found the correct Henry J Clifford and correct wife who was Susan Ann George, and we amended Ivor’s tree.
Barry said his family tradition was that his maternal grandfather originated in southern England. So, we quickly built his mother’s tree and via hints added her father and grandfather, with certified proof via birth certificates and census forms for both of them which showed places of birth as Egmanton and Edwinstowe respectively. So, family myth busted.
We all felt we had learnt a lot about using hints effectively.		Gill
___________________________________________________________________
Bridge

We meet weekly in Beyond Coffee 2-4pm where we enjoy a few hands of friendly Bridge.										Chris D
___________________________________________________________________
The Critics 
Just a small group this month but we found plenty to talk about. Several books from those present:
The Long Way to a Small Angry Planet by Becky Chambers, The Correspondent by Gillian Evans, Twilight by Peter James and Poster Girl by Veronica Roth. A very mixed bunch, all recommended, although Twilight was signalled as not for the fainthearted, being about a psychopathic anaesthetist. This led to quite a long discussion about medical matters, especially as some people had watched a very graphic program on Channel 5 called Surgeons: A Matter of Life or Death.
The Correspondent is a novel in the form of letters which gradually reveal the character of the person sending and receiving them. It was agreed that it is very satisfying to read books where the author is able to round out a character in subtle ways.
Three TV programmes which came up involved crime in one way or another: The Blame on ITVX, Blue Lights and Time, both on BBC1. For a more light hearted option, The Power of Parker on BBC i Player and the Reluctant Vampire BBC1 were recommended.
One member had seen an item about the amazing win on Euromillions of more than £150 million. Debate followed about whether it was ethical that such large sums should be given as prizes, and the different ways in which The National Lottery, Premium Bonds and scratch cards worked.
Omitted from last month: The Artist by Lucy Steeds, a ‘furiously romantic, sun-drenched mystery’. Set in Provence, obviously a good holiday read.
											Pat H
___________________________________________________________________
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The Flying Bike by Colin Smith	






[image: ]History
For the past few meetings, we have been concentrating on female scientists of the past two centuries and for this month’s meeting we were treated to the final presentation of this series with Ivor telling us all about Jocelyn Bell Burrell.  Here was another female scientist who had to struggle in a male dominated sector to have her work on pulsars recognised.
As a group, we have decided to go back to year zero and look at history chronologically.  The next few meetings will concentrate on any events or figures from any part of the world which fall loosely into the period 0-500CE. 
[image: ]September:
Gill set us off with an interesting presentation entitled ‘Inventions and Innovation 0-500AD’. Beginning with the intricacies of Roman glass making, we were then shown a video clip showing the painstaking methods of paper making that the Chinese developed. 

To conclude our last meeting, we all gave our heartfelt thanks to Ann, the leader of the group, who has decided to step down from the job after a number of years. She has steadfastly devoted her time to organising meetings and visits which we greatly appreciated. 
For October’s meeting we were treated to a trio of scintillating presentations the contents of which all took place between the years 0 and 500CE. 
Charlie gave us a slideshow and talk on The Mildenhall Silver Hoard which was discovered in 1942 in Suffolk (or was it?).  He showed us how this ornately carved Roman silver find led to questions about the finder, who owned the land where it was found and whether it was, in fact, all intact.  
Ivor took us back to Roman times in Collingham and showed us how Collingham and the surrounding settlements of Brough, Norton Disney, Girton, Meering, Langford and Sutton on Trent flourished as farming settlements during Roman times due to their location near the River Fleet.  
Paul’s presentation was entitled Human Colonisation on the North American Continent 1-500CE. A reminder of how nomadic people wandered across the land bridge from Asia to the North American continent and gradually established different types of settlements all over the land mass.  
Next month we learn about The Celts, what life was like in Britain when we seemingly lost the skills the Romans brought and why the year 536CE was the worst year to have been alive.
Our group is a friendly set of people who have a shared interest in learning about the past. We enjoy healthy discussions and love listening to each other. You don’t have to make a presentation and would welcome any new members who are like minded.
Elaine
___________________________________________________________________
Strollers
[image: ]This month 12 Strollers completed a 2.5 mile walk with a cafe break in the middle. The weather was dry and pleasant, a warm sunny day.
 
[image: ][image: ]We started our walk at The Final Whistle pub on Station Road Southwell making our way just a short distance along the road to the Silk Mill then turning left along the river Greet for 1.5 miles passing lovely countryside, elephant grass, cattle, horses and little wooden bridges taking us over the river to Maythorne, a lovely village also with its own silk mill which are now turned into apartments. We stayed in Maythorne for food in The Old Lodge cafe overlooking a fishing lake.

Following our food we returned for another mile along the Southwell trail, a tree lined disused railway line which in the past connected Southwell to Farnsfield and Bilsthorpe. At the end of the trail was the carpark next to The Final Whistle where we started.									Marg and Rosie
___________________________________________________________________


Weekenders

August /September was a quiet month with several of our members on holiday.
We welcomed a new member to the group this month.
A few members went along to the Wine Tasting at the Royal Oak, this was led by a Sommelier from Nottingham we tasted 7 wines accompanied by “small plates” of food prepared by the Royal Oak chef, it was a pleasant and informative evening.
We have plans for a meal out at Farndon and a couple of theatre visits in the coming month.										Chris D
We are a group of u3a members who are on their own and looking to enjoy social activities with other like-minded people. The majority of our group are ladies but do include 2 rather brave gentlemen who valiantly turn up to most meetings. 20 members of our group met at the YCC, including one new member who was warmly welcomed into our regular monthly meeting, on the 3rd Saturday of a month. 
[image: ]October has been a fairly quiet month for activities and outings as the long summer fades and Autumn chill seeps in. However, 10 members had enjoyed a lovely long lunch together at the Riverside in Farndon at a very reasonable cost.  2 members did join together to enjoy a late trip to Guernsey for a last-minute break, and a past member of the group paid a return visit to the village and a catch up with old friends from the group.
Planning ideas for future activities were discussed, including that all important get together over a celebratory Christmas Lunch; early booking is essential of course. There are 2 theatre trips currently planned; one in Newark later this month and one in early November in Nottingham. 
A suggestion made last month to add an extra Saturday morning meeting is commencing next month. It will be more of a coffee and social than a planning and organising session and breaks up what could be a long month between meetings for some.
Ideas about joining in outings run by other nearby u3a groups if there is availability, were discussed and included the possibility of members joining a visit to Floral Media for a lunch and talk from the owners in November, and which raised quite a bit of interest.
Our next meeting is on November 21st 10.30am till 12md at the Y.C.C.
Sue F
___________________________________________________________________
[image: ]                                          
                            Flying Buddha by Paul Bass

___________________________________________________________________
Quiz 
Some of our regular quizzers were unable to come along to the October meeting and our leader, John, was in need of some TLC, but we rallied round and had a good session. Sue provided a good range of questions, with a few in each set challenging our knowledge and our long-term memories! During our drinks break, we all enjoyed her shortbread and the picture puzzles and cryptic clues to UK place names caused much amusement. 
Here are three of today’s questions:
1.The longest muscle in the Human body is the Sartorius at the front of the thigh. What is the meaning of the Latin word, ‘sartor’, that gave it its name?
2. Who was the last British monarch to be born outside the UK?
3. Name at least two of the 1950s Goon Show cast, bonus points for more!
Last week some of our members travelled to Southwell for another ‘Quiz-off’ with their u3a Quiz Group! Southwell were hoping it would be third time lucky for them, but our team got the hat trick! Thank you to Southwell for hosting the quiz.
As our teams are randomly selected each time we meet, you won’t be left out if you come along on your own. Just bring your own refreshments for the break and be prepared to share in the fun! Our next meeting is at 10 o’clock at Girton Village Hall on Friday 20th November. See you there!                                         Pat M for John A
___________________________________________________________________
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Sunday Lunchers 

Hearing that The Generous Briton, at Brant Broughton, had been sold, Sunday Lunchers had our last meal there on 11th October, under the original management, and found it to be excellent, as always.
The new owners are planning to reopen straight away.			Margaret
[image: ]___________________________________________________________________

















The Knife Angel by David Jennings
Literature
 We have been reading ‘My Brilliant Friend’ by Elena Ferrante, and I quote from the blurb; “A ravishing, generous-hearted novel, telling the story of Elena and Lila, born in a poor but vibrant neighbourhood in Naples.  Ferrante has created an unforgettable portrait of two young women seeking to carve out a destiny for themselves in the story of a city - and a country - undergoing momentous change.”

About half of our group did not enjoy this novel and gave up reading it, but those of us who completed this difficult read were more than pleased with themselves, and could see why the New York Times awarded it The International No. 1 Best Book of the century.
Our next book is ‘Shrines of Gaiety’ by Kate Atkinson. 				Sheelah
___________________________________________________________________
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 I warned you not to do that! By Gill Bass
___________________________________________________________________
Quiz answers:
1) Tailor
2) George II was born in Hanover, Germany
3) Peter Sellers; Spike Milligan; Harry Secombe and Michael Bentine
___________________________________________________________________

Table Tennis
Our friendly table tennis group meets usually every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 10:00 to 11:00 am at the Winthorpe Community Centre.
Afterwards many of us go to the Lord Nelson for a coffee/tea and a chat.													Peter	
 The dates going forward are as follows:
October 22nd, 2026               	from10:00am to 11:00am
November 12th, 2026                          - “ -
November 27th, 2026                       - “ -   NOTE: THIS DATE IS OUT OFSEQUENCE!!!!!**
December 10th, 2026                           - “ -
2027
January         14th and 28th 		from 10am to 11am
February       4th & 25th                           - “ -                         
March           11th & 25th                          - “ -
April              8th & 22nd                           - “ -
May              13th & 27th                          - “ -
June             10th & 24th                          - “ -
** Date change due to Hall not being available on our regular date
___________________________________________________________________
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Masons at Newark Castle by Pat Morgan






Nature Walks
[image: ]We just went to the 2 northern hides on our visit to Mons Pool, trying to escape the brisk, cool wind.
[image: ]Duck numbers had not risen as I had hoped, but there were some compensations. We saw 2 Stonechats and a single Black-tailed Godwit: in both cases, we were glad of the 'scope as they were the other side of the water. A flock of Lapwings briefly took flight and we suspected a raptor nearby - in the event, a Hobby flew through at speed.
This Great White Egret, standing in the water, demonstrates that the water level is still very low.
Of 32 bird species observed during the morning, four of them are on the ‘Red list’, meaning they are birds of conservation concern. The Great White Egret, on the other hand, now breeds in the UK.
The continuing lack of rain has stopped flowering, and areas had been mown, so we didn't keep a plant list - there wasn't much to look at. Noteworthy was a single Clouded Yellow butterfly - it seems there has been an influx this year. 
[image: ]We went to Mons Pool at Besthorpe again for our Tuesday walk, as the forecast was for heavy rain and Meering is very exposed, with no shelter at all. In the event, there was no rain and we escaped unscathed. We used the two hides at the northern end and then walked up to the bank of The Trent, where the level was low and little evident flow. The water levels are still low at the Pool and three Roe Deer crossed from one side to other without difficulty.				 Three Roe Deer grazing at Mons Pool
[image: ][image: ]Unseasonal flowers! 
            
 Lady’s Bedstraw	           Creeping Cinquefoil
 
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]			Yarrow		Meadow Buttercup			Wild Carrot		Bramble
We were surprised to see so many plants still in flower, in the third week of October. I remember when I moved to Lincolnshire 40 years ago, frosts were the norm in September but they are unheard of nowadays and may not appear until late October or even November - hence the flowers. I find it hard to understand why some people refuse to admit that our climate is warming. Species from the south that were rarities 40 years ago are now commoner and even breeding - the Great and Little Egrets we saw, for example.
Overall, the birdlife was rather mixed: there seems to be very few common birds in the hedgerows at the moment, as has been the case for a while. Wildfowl have not arrived in any numbers, but there was a small flock of Lapwings and seven Curlew scattered around. These waders are increasingly uncommon and both species are now red-listed, so it was good to see them. A single female Goosander and a small flock of Fieldfares were the only signs of autumn, although the Teal we saw were very active, feeding and drinking, and may have been recent arrivals. In the end, we saw 32 species, a reasonable return.
A reminder to those who weren't present - I'll be away on November 6th so the next scheduled meeting is November 17th.						Robert
___________________________________________________________________
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The Flying Motor Bike 
by John Geeson






Play Reading
[image: ios 27 filled style theatre mask icon]This month we met to read Act 1 of “A Man for All Seasons” by Robert Bolt. The play was first performed at The Globe theatre in 1960 and subsequently adapted and released as a film in 1966. The film had a stellar cast and gained many awards; in particular, Oscars for Best Picture, Best Director (Fred Zinnermann) and Best Actor (Paul Scofield as Thomas More).
The plot, of course, revolves around Thomas More’s refusal on grounds of conscience to support Henry’s demand that, as he has no male heir, he wants to divorce Catherine of Aragon and marry Anne Boleyn, and he expects Thomas to support and help him.
As we all know, it is not going to end happily, but the story is retold with warmth and humour, making the characters accessible, fresh and human.
We look forward to playing it out next month with Act2.				Sue
___________________________________________________________________
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	Halloween by Pat Morgan
The Old Witch by Colin Smith

  Art Appreciation 
The September meeting of the group had the title ‘Art – a dangerous profession!’
Members were asked to identify various aspects of art that could be dangerous ranging from the early development of paints to the political implications of pieces of art. 
This topic roused the interest of group members and we ended up with enough material for two sessions. In the session reported here we considered paint that contained dangerous chemicals which artists could absorb as they worked, licked their brushes and breathed in the fumes. 
The alcoholic intake of artists was considered and the impact on their mental health as well as their representations of people drinking. Artists such as Pablo Picasso, Henri de Toulouse -Lautrec and Vincent van Gogh.
In a dramatic moment Salvador Dali’s appearance to give a lecture in London in 1936 in a diving suit nearly caused his death. The diving helmet was sealed and he didn’t have any connection to an oxygen tank. The helmet became full of carbon dioxide and as it was sound proofed no one could hear his cries for help. Eventually an audience member released the problem and the helmet was, with some difficulty, removed and he survived.

[image: A black hole in a wooden floor

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]At the exhibition by Anish Kapoor in Portugal in 1991 a visitor fell into the exhibit ‘Descent into Limbo’ which was in fact a 2.5 metre hole. The photograph included here shows how the same exhibit at the Hayward Gallery in London prevented such an accident by putting a metal wall round the hole.  

Descent into Limbo - Anish Kapoor 
                         The Umbrellas, Japan - USA, 1984-91 by Christo and Jeane-Claude. 
An enormous exhibit of over 3,000 umbrellas caused problems in California when a visitor was killed when one of the umbrellas blew away and in Japan a worker was killed taking down the exhibition.
The next Art Appreciation group meeting is on Tuesday 27th October at the YYC and will focus on the political dangers and risks in which artists find themselves.        
   											Jannet
___________________________________________________________________



Threads
[image: PHOTO-2026-10-16-17-33-58.jpg][image: PHOTO-2026-10-16-17-33-52.jpg]One of our crafts is making jewellery, not the simple stringing that most people are familiar with, but a technique from Japan called Kumihimo. This involves preparing, usually 8 threads with or without beads and using a disc to hold them in place, then moving them round to produce a braid which grows down through a hole in the disc. Seed beads are often the basis but they can vary in size and can be combined with other specialist beads to give texture and interest to the finished article as well as using different thicknesses of threads.                              
 8 strand braid with seed beads

It sounds complicated and is easier to understand if you see it in action, which I hope you will at the u3a Open Day event on October 16th next year.  
[image: IMG_4220.jpeg]For the more adventurous, more threads can be used and multiple beads dropped in on each thread.



16 strand braid				           8 strand braid incorporating specialist pip beads 
[image: PHOTO-2026-10-16-17-34-37.jpg][image: IMG_4125.jpeg]Our next meeting is on Thursday 5th November at 2pm at Beyond Coffee
 Barbara with help from Caron
___________________________________________________________________

News of one of the short courses Rosie mentioned last Month:
Drawing Course
The group of 6 tackled the subject of a simple object which was not so simple to draw. Without exception all the finished drawings were very good and everyone wants to continue with the sessions.
We had a very pleasant morning chatting while drawing.
Jen had brought her homemade flapjack to go with our coffee break.            Penny
___________________________________________________________________
[image: ]			Optical Illusion by Gill Bass








___________________________________________________________________
[image: ]
Coming Soon: Throughout the last year members of the photography group have taken photographs around Collingham and District. Some of the best images from their monthly meetings have been selected to produce a 2027 calendar, which will hopefully be on sale soon, to boost funds for our u3a. 




[image: Three green Christmas trees decorated with red ornaments and yellow stars on a white background.]




Groups:
It’s time to dig out those old Christmas tree decorations representing your u3a group. If you can’t find those, find something that relates to your group and bring it to the November general meeting (25th) or contact Chris to arrange donation by 30th November.
The u3a tree will be on display in the methodist church from the beginning of December. Do us proud! 
___________________________________________________________________
From the Editor: Groups have excelled themselves this month, sending detailed accounts of their meetings. Several interest groups are open for new members, so seek out the group leaders if you’d like to get involved with any of them. Feedback to the newsletter is also appreciated: use the contacts page on our website.
Please be aware that there will be no newsletter in December so make sure that advance notice for events in December and for New Year is included next month! As usual, items can be sent to me any time and I will use them in the next available newsletter. 
The dead line for the next newsletter will be 6pm on Friday 27th November and unusually this is just after the General meeting.
Usually, the newsletter should arrive in your inbox just before the General Meeting, on the following Wednesday. This time the talk is the story of the reinstatement of an eighteen-mile heritage train track across the Nottinghamshire/Leicestershire border. It sounds as if this was an interesting scheme with challenges met along the way!
											Pat M
___________________________________________________________________-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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